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nothing, said, ' So the lowest caste is that to which I belong.' But of course this cannot be said to represent the general view of the position of Muhammadans in Hindu eyes ; they, like  the English, are regarded as distinguished foreigners, who, if they consented to be proselytised, would probably in time become Brahmans or at least Rajputs.     A repartee of a Mahar to a Brahman abusing him is : The Brahman, ' Jdre Mahdrya' or f Avaunt, ye Mahar'; the Mahar, c Kona dmshi nem tumchi goburya' or * Some day I shall carry cow-dung  cakes for you (at his funeral)'; as in  the Maratha Districts the Mahar is commonly engaged for carrying fuel to  the  funeral  pyre.     Under  native  rule  the   Mahar   was subjected to painful degradations.      He might not spit on the ground lest a Hindu should be polluted by touching it with his foot, but had to hang an earthen pot round his neck to hold his spittle.1     He was made to drag a thorny branch with him to brush out his footsteps, and when a Brahman came by had to lie at a distance on his face lest his shadow might fall on  the  Brahman.     In Gujarat2 they were  not allowed to tuck up the loin-cloth but had to trail it along the ground.     Even quite recently in Bombay a Mahar was not allowed to talk loudly in the street while a well-to-do Brahman or his wife was dining in one of the houses.     In the reign of Sidhraj, the great Solanki Raja of Gujarat, the Dheras  were for  a time at any rate freed from such disabilities by the sacrifice of one of their number.3    The great tank at Anhilvada Patan in Gujarat had been built by the Ods (navvies), but Sidhraj desired Jusma Odni, one of their wives, and sought to possess her.    But the  Ods fled with her and when  he pursued her she plunged a dagger into her stomach, cursing Sidhraj and saying that his tank should never hold water.     The Raja, returning to Anhilvada, found the tank dry, and asked  his minister what should be done that water might remain in the tank.    The  Pardhan, after consulting  the  astrologers,   said  that if a man's life were sacrificed the curse might be removed.     At that time the Dhers or outcastes were compelled to live at a distance from
1  Bombay Gazetteer, vol. xii. p. 175.         3 The following passage is taken from
2  Rev.A.Taylormj50w&zy Gazetteer >      Forbes, Rasmala, i.*p. 112. Gujarat Hindus', p. 341 f.